
The Georgetown University Learning Community, Spring 2008. 

Some New Views on Darwinism and Religion 
Joseph E. Earley, Sr., Professor of Chemistry, Emeritus, Georgetown University 
Thursdays: February 28, March 6, March 13 — 1:15-2:45 PM in ICC Room 214. 
 
Each of three 90-minute sessions (offered for persons over 55) will consider one of three 

short books (published in 2007) that provide contrasting interpretations of the relationship 
between evolutionary science and traditional religion — and also one or more relevant poems.  

• In Darwin’s Gift (National Academy of Science Press) Francisco J. Ayala (a leading 
evolutionary biologist, wearer of the National Medal of Science, and former Catholic priest) 
holds that science and religious beliefs ‘cannot be in contradiction since science and religion 
concern different matters.’  

• In Living with Darwin. (Oxford UP) philosopher Philip Kitcher argues that evolutionary 
science does in fact undermine ‘supernaturalism and providentialism’ — but that science 
does not provide ‘routes along which lives can find significance.’  

• In Evolution for Everyone (Delacorte) David Sloan Wilson (evolutionary biologist and 
proponent of ‘multilevel selection’) holds that evolution and religion can be brought 
‘harmoniously together’— and everyone can and should learn basic principles of evolution.  

The Intercultural Center (ICC) is on the 
Georgetown Main Campus at 37th and ‘O’ Sts, NW, 
Washington DC. ‘GUTS’ shuttle bus service from 
Rosslyn and Dupont Circle Metro-rail stations, and 
buses  D6 and G2, serve the GU Main Campus. Parking 
is generally available in Southwest Garage ($2/hr.) on 
the GU Main Campus. (Enter from Canal Road.) The 
exit from the garage (at 40  or 41 on the map) is on the 
same level as the southwest entrance of the ICC (27 on 
the map). 

Class-size is limited. Pre-registration is necessary. 
There is no registration fee or other cost for this course. 

 
For more information, or to pre-register, please go to: 
http://www12.georgetown.edu/scs/gulc/index.html  

or contact Angela Sanders at sandersa@georgetown.edu or 202-687-8128.  
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